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I am interested in stories… 

1. Stories of ordinary, everyday life 

2. Dominant narratives tell us how to think 

3. Little stories become collective narratives 
that change the way we see the world  

4. New knowing = new being 

 

Key point: ‘Seeing’ differently changes the 
world 

 

 



 

Becoming Critical: 

From Classroom to Community 

Classroom as microcosm of society 

Adult literacy 

Vietnamese refugees in Montrose 

Edinburgh University theories of power 

Freire, Gramsci, feminism, anti-racism 

Participatory democracy Nicaragua 

Black communities inner-city Manchester 

Hattersley: life on the margins 

Key point: personal pathology vs political power 

 



Why does the 7
th

 richest nation 

choose child poverty? 

1: What is community development? 

2: CD in its political context 

3: Theorising CD 

4: Critiquing CD 

5: Practising Paulo Freire 

 

Key point: local practice understood in 
context of bigger political picture 

 

 

 

 



1: What is Community development? 

 Social justice 

 Fair and sustainable world 

 Dignity, respect, mutuality… 

 Popular education/practical projects 

 Critical consciousness 

 Challenges power relations 

 Collective action for social justice  

 

 



CD Strategic Framework for NI 

CD Strategy for Health/Wellbeing 

• Equality and Anti-discrimination: challenges 
oppression  

• Social Justice: works towards a more equal, 
inclusive society 

• Collective Action: organise, influence and take 
action 

• Community Empowerment: build self-esteem, 
confidence, identity 

• Working and Learning Together: popular 
educators using everyday experience as 
knowledge for change 



Using policy documents 

‘The main purpose of this strategy is to 
recognise and support the important and 
pivotal role that community development 
plays in improving health and wellbeing’ 

 

‘Community development tackles the root 
causes of inequalities’  

 (CD Strategy for Health and Wellbeing, 2012) 



 

Closing the Gap in a Generation: 

Social justice and health 

WHO Commission on Social Determinants of 
Health (CSDH) 2008: 

1. Improve daily living conditions 

2. Tackle inequitable distribution of power, 
money, resources 

3. Understand the problem and assess action 

 

ANALYSIS, ACTION and CHANGE 

 

 



2: CD in its political context: 

    The story of ‘the welfare scrounger’ 

 1980s: escalation of neoliberalism 

 Thatcher, Reagan, Pinochet, IMF,World Bank 

 Free market: profit over people and planet 

 Demonisation of the poor 

 Rich got rich, poor got poorer 

 Child poverty escalated from 1:10 to 1:3 

 

 



‘Welfare scrounger’ as a truth 

Poverty as a human failing: a powerful story 

UK world’s 7th richest nation 

Does not feed its poorest children 

1:8 of poorest children get no hot meal 

1:7 go to school without breakfast 

75,000 UK children homeless 

62% poor children have working parent/s 

 

 



 

Childhood wellbeing 

 ‘The true measure of a nation’s 
standing is how well it attends 
to its children – their health and 
safety, their material security, 
their education and 
socialization, and their sense of 
being loved, valued, and 
included in the families and 
societies into which they are 
born’ (UNICEF, 2007: 1) 

 
Childhood wellbeing: 
UK ranked 21/21  
 



Social commentators speak truth to 

power on poverty 

UK poverty human rights issue (Killeen 2008) 

Criminalising children breaches international 
law (UNICEF 2011) 

Give young people decent lives or more riots 
(Archbishop of Canterbury 2011) 

Violates Child Poverty Act (CPAG 2011) 

80% deficit paid by poor (Popple 2013) 

Disgrace in affluent society (Archbishop of 
Westminster 2014) 

 

 



Criminality, pure and simple! 

 



Paradox of poverty 

Wellbeing: anxiety, depression, suicide 

Poverty kills! 

More years of ill health 

Damages cognitive development pre-school+ 

Creates hopelessness 

Destroys aspirations 

Reduces potential for all society 

 



Who is most at risk? 

Lone parent families 

Unemployed families 

Low paid families  

Families affected by disability 

Ethnic minority families  

Children! 



Time for a story! 

Take a moment to reflect on someone in 
your community affected by poverty 

Take a couple of minutes to tell this story to 
your neighbour, anonymously, of course 

Share together any ideas that have helped 
you understand this story differently today 

 



Henry Giroux: War on Youth, 2013 

 

Poor young people no longer 
hold society’s dreams  

But hide its nightmares in  
culture of cruelty 

Neoliberal narratives define 
youth as the problem! 



A politics of disposability 



A story of human detritus! 

This assault of children indicates deep 
moral and political crisis 

High levels of child poverty not about 
economic growth 

About choices of who to privilege and 
who to discard! 



 Challenges for social justice practice 

Bridge gap between thinking/doing 

‘Re-experiencing ordinary as extraordinary’ 
(Ira Shor,1992,122) 

‘See’ world critically in order to act critically! 

 



3: Theorising CD 

 

CD’s eclectic theoretical base 

Paulo Freire 

Antonio Gramsci 

Patricia Hill Collins 

Peggy McIntosh 

Imogen Tyler 

 

 

 



Paulo Freire 

  Education is never neutral 
 
  Stories: key to theory, practice   
social change 
 
  We are all intellectuals and    
activists capable of recreating our 
world 
 
  Dialogue: critical consciousness 
 



Listening from the heart 

 



Culture of silence 

 

 



Teaching to question: 

‘Questioning answers not answering questions’ 



 

Critical consciousness: 

Questioning taken-for-grantedness of life 



Antonio Gramsci 

Hegemony 

 

Control by: 

Coercion/forc
e 

Persuasion 

Consent 



Patricia Hill Collins 

Intersectionality: 
overlapping/interlinking 
oppressions 

Become aware of how our 
‘thoughts and actions 
uphold someone else’s 
subordination’ (2000:287) 

 



Peggy McIntosh 

 

White superiority embeds ‘race’, racism, patriarchy: 

 invisible systems of privilege that reinforce 
dominance and superiority 

challenges White people to examine assumptions of 
‘normality’   

McIntosh’s ‘invisible knapsack’: unearned privileges, 
invisible, assumed, equating normality with White 
culture and patriarchy 

 

 

 



A story of my life with Paula 

 Aim to construct 
counterstories that give 
shape and direction to 
the practice of hope and 
the struggle for an 
emancipatory politics of 
everyday life (McLaren, 
1995, p 105).  



Social abjection theory: 

Imogen Tyler 

Theory of power, subjugation and resistance 
Neoliberalism more than free-market rule 
Form of social and cultural control 
State produces relations of power:disgust  
Hardens public opinion against undeserving, 

undesirable and disposable 
Social inequalities seen as personal inadequacies 
Public consent for policies that increase inequalities 
Anti-poverty turns into anti-poor 
Govern for the market against the people  

 
 
 



Caricature of the ‘chav’ 

 Class politics central to 
neoliberal project,  
reformulated in  
caricature of ‘chav’.  By 
2002, ‘chav’ had 
become common term 
for disadvantaged, 
young people. 



Reflection and dialogue 

Imagine how it feels to be reviled, ridiculed 
and treated with contempt, as a  joke, the 
butt of popular comic humour. 

Share a story of how you see these ideas 
in action? 

 

 



4: Critiquing practice 

  

 Theory/practice divide 

 Collective action: local not global 

 Radical concepts hijacked and diluted 

 Deliverers of top-down policy rather 
than influencing policy 

 We become complicit with the power 
we condemn   

Key point: lost clarity of purpose! 

 
 



Lack of theory in action 

Leads to ‘thoughtless action’ 

Decontextualised practice is placatory 

‘When stories go unchallenged they silently 
seep into the public mind’ (Jean McNiff 2012) 

Counternarratives: stories of hopefulness and 
possibility, challenge and change 

 

 

 



Why does 7
th

 richest nation 

choose child poverty? 

Neoliberalism = profit before people and planet 

Privileges privilege, punishes poverty 

Creates a politics of disposability 

Future is community not profit 

Lower ceiling not raise floor 

Awaken sense of injustice 

Analyses of power expose contradictions 

 

 

 

 

 



5: Practising Freire 

Becoming critical 

Critical consciousness 

Teaching to question 

Problematising 

Dialogue 

 



Conscientisation through 

problematising 

Capture a recognisable real-life situation 

Where’s this? 

What’s happening? 

Who’s it happening to? 

Why’s it happening? 

In whose interests is it happening? 

Is it ‘normal’? Acceptable? Right? 

 

 



Empowerment through 

dialogue 

 

Place this scene in the bigger political picture 

What ideas from this morning deepen your 
understanding of power 

How does dominant ideology subordinate some 
groups of people more than others? 

Tell a different story 

Share it to create counternarratives of change 

 


